Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting
Tuesday, May 12, 2015
Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Council Members Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.

Not Present:  Vice Chairman Kevin Reich and Patience Anderson
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to add item 7b, Set Date of Town Meeting and Referendum.  Voted (5-0)

A motion was made Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adopt the agenda as amended.  Voted (5-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of April 28, 2015 as written.  Voted (5-0)
Presentations 
Sandra Wieleba – e-Filing Capabilities

Town Clerk Sandra Wieleba provided an overview of the e-Filing process that is now being implemented in the Town Clerk’s Office.  The presentation will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
Tim Smith – Introduction of Public Utilities Administrator
Mr. Maniscalco introduced the new Public Utilities Administrator, Tim Smith, who is replacing Vincent Susco.
Public Remarks
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Review of Proclamation for Jim Carey’s Retirement
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the proclamation for James Carey.  Voted (5-0)
Bids & Contracts 
None
Continued Business 
Review and Possible Approval of Animal Control Regionalization Agreement
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to authorize the Town Manager to sign the Memorandum of Agreement for the animal control regionalization with the Town of East Haddam.  Voted (5-0)
Set Town Meeting and Referendum Date for Second Budget Vote

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to set the next Town Meeting date for the budget to May 26, 2015 at 6:15 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room and to set the referendum date to June 2, 2015 at the Middle School.  Voted (5-0)
Mrs. Moore appointed Red McKinney as the moderator for the Town Meeting and Referendum.

New Business 

Review and Discuss Draft of Special Events Public Safety Ordinance
Mr. Maniscalco provided an overview of a draft of the Special Events Public Safety Ordinance.  With the repeal of the Mass Gathering Ordinance, there is a hole left in our legislation that ensures public safety departments are notified of special events.  Council members will review the document and discuss again at a future meeting.
Discussion of Creating a Directory on Town Website of East Hampton Businesses
Mrs. Moore talked about a searchable business directory that was put in place by the Town of Wethersfield.  She will bring the idea to the Economic Development Commission to see if they would like to work on the project.  Mr. Maniscalco will check into the program used by Wethersfield.
Possible Appointment of 7th Member to Police Building Committee

Mrs. Moore noted that Adam Dawidowicz from the Police Department Building Committee had to resign due to business commitments.  She indicated that the process used to choose the original members was a rating system.

A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to nominate Kyle Dostaler for the open position on the Police Department Building Committee.  Voted (3-2) Mrs. Moore, Mr. Pfaffenbach and Mr. Visintainer in favor; Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower against. Motion does not carry.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to nominate George Coshow for the open position on the Police Department Building Committee.  Voted (2-3) Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower in favor; Mrs. Moore, Mr. Pfaffenbach and Mr. Visintainer against.  Motion does not carry.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to put the announcement for Police Department Building Committee members back into the newspaper.  Voted (5-0)
Town Manager Report 

Update on KX
As a result of the labor union at KX, Montville has stepped away from the table for consolidation.  Haddam Neck and Lebanon have formally announced that they will be leaving the organization.  This will leave the organization with an additional $170,000 deficit.  Two meetings have been held with the town CEO’s.  The town is in the process of reviewing other options.
Update on Village Center Water Tower
Agreements for the demolition of the water tower have been signed.  The demolition should be done just after Memorial Day.  The funding source needs to be identified.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to use capital for the water tower demolition pending the recommendation from the Board of Finance.  Voted (5-0)
Update on Natural Gas Expansion/RFP
Kathy Richards from Henkels & McCoy was in attendance to review the natural gas line construction.  Construction has begun from Cobalt to Route 16 and on Skinner Street. State approvals are still to come for Route 16.  They anticipate being done before the heating season.  The residential contact information for CNG will be put on the town website.
Update on Rt. 66/196 Intersection Project
An informational meeting was held on Thursday, April 30th.  The DOT explained that they had to put in a temporary dam in the lake so they could move the drainage work along.  They have now begun to work in the street.
Review of Current Position Vacancies
The Administrator of Planning, Zoning & Building application closes on May 22, 2015.  Interviews were completed for the Assessor position. Interviews are scheduled for the Library Public Service Associate position.  The police patrolman position has been narrowed to 17 candidates. They anticipate hiring someone in June.
Invitation to Tour Lake with Northeast Aquatic Research
An invitation was extended to the Town Council to tour the lake with Dr. George so they can have an opportunity to learn about what the work is that they will do, some of the problems they are having and to provide additional information regarding the health of the lake.
Update on Board of Education Reverse 911 Use Ordinance
A draft ordinance was prepared regarding the Board of Education’s use of the reverse 911 system for anything other than an emergency.
Other
The Town Manager is looking at extending the lease for 205 East High Street for the police department parking.  The lease is up in August.
The High School Quarterly Report #7 was provided to Council.  The document will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
The Parks & Recreation Advisory Board provided a letter regarding the special revenue account.  The letter will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
The Parks & Recreation department provided the residency criteria for Sears Park stickers.
Town Council Liaison Reports
Mr. Hintz reported that the Center School Sub-Committee met at the Library.  Interviews for department heads will be set up with Friar Associates.  They will meet again after the interviews.
The Police Department Building Committee met.  The Chairman is Tom Burdick.  The Vice Chairman is Clifford Libby. They plan to meet every other Wednesday.

Appointments
None
Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $639.42.  Voted (5-0) 
Public Remarks 

Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, asked about the Housing Authority being able to utilize the Everbridge system for their residents.
Alex Basil, 16 Comstock Trail, asked about KX and the reverse 911 system.

Ted Turner, Hog Hill Road, asked for confirmation on the Town Meeting and Referendum dates and would like to see more voters out on referendum day.
Communications, Correspondence and Announcements
The Clean Energy Task Force will be having a Power Down Solar Up presentation at the Library on May 14th.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. Voted (5-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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